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Abstract: 
Tiempos de la cultura (Times of Culture) is a collection of essays all sharing a reflection about time as a representation of culture. Using Anthropology I analyze a number of case studies to show how collective and personal memory, tradition, legend, myths, commemorations and heritage are made up. The first chapter synthesizes these various mechanisms to give an overview of cultural time. In this book, Anthropology and History converge to suggest how important a dialogue is between the two disciplines. 

Bio:

Gaspar Mairal, Associate Professor, Social Anthropology

(Ph.D. 1990, Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain) 

Research Interests:

I began my ethnographical activities conducting field work in the Spanish Pyrenees. In the eighties, I completed a long period of fieldwork in the city of Barbastro (Spain) in order to complete my Ph.D, dissertation, which was published some years after as Barbastro. Antropología de una ciudad (1996). In the nineties, I was mainly engaged in researching the social impact of dam construction in the Pyrenees and the strong opposition of those communities as a result of expropriation and displacement. At the same time, I developed an interest in risk studies. From 2000 on, I have been working on risk issues and published articles and chapters in books both in Spanish and English. Based on my interest in risk studies, I have researched such issues as B.S.A., oil slicks, avian flu, water policy, and the reintroduction of brown bears in the Pyrenees. Now I am working on a project to develop both a historical and a narrative approach to risk theory.  
Teaching: 

Currently I am teaching Anthropology at the University of Zaragoza, both undergraduate and graduate level courses. I have also taught Anthropology at several different Spanish universities and have lectured in Spain, France (Pau), Portugal (Porto), Britain (Oxford), Sweden (Gothenburg), as well as in the US (Cornell).
Books:

- Antropología de una ciudad. Barbastro. 1995. Instituto Aragonés de Antropología. Zaragoza. 319 pp.

- La identidad de los aragoneses. 1996. Egido Editorial. Zaragoza. 129 pp.

- Agua, Tierra, Riesgo y Supervivencia. (Un estudio antropológico sobre el impacto socio-cultural de la regulación del río Esera). 1997. Prensas Universitarias de Zaragoza. Zaragoza. 361 pp. (Together with José A. Bergua y Esther Puyal)
- De Joaquín Costa al Pacto del Agua (Los aragoneses y el agua). 2000. Egido Editorial. Zaragoza. 162 pp. (Together with José A. Bergua) 

- Tiempos de la Cultura. Ensayos de antropología histórica. 2010. Prensas Universitarias de Zaragoza. Zaragoza. 156 pp.

Publications in English:

- 1998 “From Economism to Culturalism: the Social and Cultural Construction of risk in the river Esera.” In: S. Abram & J. Waldren (eds.): Anthropological Perspectives on Local Development. Knowledge and Sentiments in conflict. London: Routledge EASA series. Pp. 75-96.
- 2003 “A Risk Shadow In Spain.” Ethnos: Journal of Anthropology. Vol. 68:2. London: Routledge. Pp. 179-191.
- 2004 “The Invention of a ‘Minority’: A case study from the Aragonese Pyrenees.” In: Å. Boholm & R. Löfstedt (eds.): Facility Siting: Risk, Power and Identity in Land Use Planning. London: Earthscan Publications. Pp. 144-160.
- 2008 “Narratives of Risk.” Journal of Risk Research Vol. 10:1-2. Taylor & Francis Group. Pp. 41-55.
- 2010 “Water Policy as a Gospel of Redemption”. In: G. Holst-Warhaft and T. Steenhuis (eds.): Losing Paradise: The Water Crisis in the Mediterranean. Aldershot (UK): Ashgate Publishing. 
- 2010 “The History and Narrative of Risk in the Media”. In: Health, Risk and Society. Taylor & Francis Group. (To be published in November 2010)
